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by the Strait of Gibraltar, which in its nar-
rowest place is only eight and one-half miles
wide. It is therefore in reality a gigantic
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peninsula. The important projections are
capes Bon on the north, Verde on the west.
Good Hope on the south and Guardafui on
the east. The islands are f ew7 and with the
exception, of Madagascar,, the most im-
portant groups geographically connected
with the continent are the Madeira Islands,
and Canaries and the Cape Yerde Islands.
Single islands of some geographic and his-
toric importance are Fernando Po, Saint
Helena, Saint Thomas, Ascension, Saint
Mary, Bourbon and Mauritius.
Inhabitants. Africa is peopled by four
races, the Semitic and Hamitie races in the
north, and the negro and Hottentot races
in the central and southern portions. From
time immemorial Northern Africa has been
the home of the white race, and equatorial
and Southern Africa the home of the colored
race; but these have gradually intermingled
so that the Sudan is peopled by a mixed
race. Frequent conquests by the Mediter-
ranean countries have also caused so many
changes in the population that race distinc-
tions are now difficult to trace. The equa-
torial regions are peopled by the negro race
belonging to the branch generally known
as the Bantus. This branch is very extensive
and includes all of the tribes from the region
south of the Sudan, to the country of the
Hottentots, almost in the eztreme south-
eastern portion of the continent. The va-
rious tribes inhabiting this vast section differ
from one another in size, color and features;
yet they all speak kindred languages and
possess numerous other points of resem-
blance, sufficient to classify them as belong-
ing to "the Bantu branch. A rare exception
to tfeege tiib«s is foTmd in the dwarfs dwell-
ing in tfee dense forests along the Aruwimi
River.
The Hottentots,  inhabitating  the  south-
easter portion of the continent, are un-
 doubtedly a branch of the negro race, but
they differ from the Bantus in color, in gen-
eral features and in language. The most
important nations inhabiting this part of
the continent are the Kaffirs, Bushmen and
Hottentots. These have now all been brought
under the control of the British government;
their tribal government is not disturbed ex-
cept in instances when white authority must
be interposed in the interests of the general
welfare, and these occasions are becoming
more rare year by year. This is true all
over Africa.
The best authorities estimate the popula-
tion of Africa at about 140,000,000, but the
number of people in the interior is not
definitely known.
Political Divisions. Since 1875 the po-
litical map of Africa has been almost en-
tirely changed. These changes have been
due to the rapid progress of explorations,
to the subjugation of natives by Europeans,
and the extension of white domination. The
principal political divisions in Africa are as
follows:
Independent States: Ethiopia (Abyssinia),
Egypt and Liberia.
British: British East Africa, including
Kenya Colony and protectorate, Uganda
Nyasaland and Somaliland protectorates;
South Africa, including the Union of South
Africa, Basutoland, Bechuanaland, Southern
Rhodesia, Northern Rhodesia, and Swaziland;
West Africa, including Nigeria, Gambia, Gold
Coast, and Sierra Leone; the Anglo-Egyptian
Sudan; and under mandate, Tanganyika Ter-
ritory, Southwest Africa, British Cameroons,
and Togoland; area over 3,800,000 square
miles; population over 53,400,000.
French: Algeria, Tunis, French Congo,
Madagascar, Reunion, French Somaliland,
French West Africa, French Morocco (pro-
tectorate), Togo and Cameroon (mandated);
area over 4,000,000 square miles; population
over 38,000,000.
Belgian: The Belgian Congo; area, 918,000
square miles; population, 9,400,000.
Italian; Eritrea, Italian Somaliland, Ital-
ian Libia, including Tripolitania and Cyren-
aica; area over 800,000 square miles; popula-
tion 2,350,000.
Portuguese: Cape Verde Islands, Guinea,
Principe, Angola and Mozambique; area
790,000 square miles; population over 7,000,000.
Spanish.* Rio de Oro, Spanish Guinea, Span-
ish Morocco, and Fernando Po Island; area
about 128,000 square miles; popuiatlon about
950,000.
Surface and Drainage. In general, Afri-
ca consists of a plateau wMch rises abruptly

